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and the tonnage of fish on board, by 
species. The record and bridge log 
maintained at the request of the 
IATTC shall be sufficient to comply 
with this paragraph, provided the 
items of information specified are ac-
curately entered in the log. 

(b) The owner of any fishing vessel 
that uses purse seine, longline, drift 
gillnet, harpoon, or troll fishing gear 
to harvest tuna in the Convention Area 
for sale or a person authorized in writ-
ing to serve as agent for the owner 
must provide such information about 
the vessel and its characteristics as the 
Regional Administrator requests to 
conform to IATTC actions to establish 
a regional register of all vessels used to 
fish for species under IATTC purview in 
the Convention Area. This initially in-
cludes, but is not limited to, vessel 
name and registration number; a pho-
tograph of the vessel with the registra-
tion number showing; vessel length, 
beam and moulded depth; gross ton-
nage and hold capacity in cubic meters 
and tonnage; engine horsepower; date 
and place where built; and type of fish-
ing method or methods used. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 66 
FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001]

§ 300.23 Yellowfin tuna—Persons and 
vessels exempted. 

This subpart does not apply to: 
(a) Any person or vessel authorized 

by the IATTC, the Assistant Adminis-
trator, or any state of the United 
States to engage in fishing for research 
purposes. 

(b) Any person or vessel engaged in 
sport fishing for personal use.

§ 300.24 Pacific bluefin tuna—Dealer 
permits. 

(a) General. A dealer importing Pa-
cific bluefin tuna, or purchasing or re-
ceiving for export Pacific bluefin tuna 
first landed in the United States, must 
have a valid permit issued under this 
section. 

(b) Application. A dealer must apply 
for a permit in writing on an appro-
priate form obtained from NMFS. The 
application must be signed by the deal-
er and be submitted to NMFS at least 
30 days before the date upon which the 
dealer desires to have the permit made 
effective. The application must contain 

the following information: Company 
name, principal place of business, own-
er’s or owners’ names, applicant’s 
name (if different from owner or own-
ers) and mailing address and telephone 
number, and any other information re-
quired by NMFS. 

(c) Issuance. (1) Except as provided in 
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, NMFS 
will issue a permit within 30 days of re-
ceipt of a completed application. 

(2) NMFS will notify the applicant of 
any deficiency in the application. If 
the applicant fails to correct the defi-
ciency within 15 days following the 
date of notification, the application 
will be considered abandoned. 

(d) Duration. Any permit issued under 
this section is valid until December 31 
of the year for which it is issued, un-
less suspended or revoked. 

(e) Alteration. Any permit that is sub-
stantially altered, erased, or mutilated 
is invalid. 

(f) Replacement. NMFS may issue re-
placement permits. An application for 
a replacement permit is not considered 
a new application. 

(g) Transfer. A permit issued under 
this section is not transferable or as-
signable; it is valid only for the dealer 
to whom it is issued. 

(h) Inspection. The dealer must keep 
the permit issued under this section at 
his/her principal place of business. The 
permit must be displayed for inspec-
tion upon request of any authorized of-
ficer, or any employee of NMFS des-
ignated by NMFS for such purpose. 

(i) Sanctions. The Assistant Adminis-
trator may suspend, revoke, modify, or 
deny a permit issued or sought under 
this section. Procedures governing per-
mit sanctions and denials are found at 
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904. 

(j) Fees. NMFS may charge a fee to 
recover the administrative expenses of 
permit issuance. The amount of the fee 
is calculated, at least annually, in ac-
cordance with the procedures of the 
NOAA Finance Handbook, available 
from NMFS, for determining adminis-
trative costs of each special product or 
service. The fee may not exceed such 
costs and is specified on each applica-
tion form. The appropriate fee must ac-
company each application. Failure to 
pay the fee will preclude issuance of 
the permit. Payment by a commercial
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instrument later determined to be in-
sufficiently funded shall invalidate any 
permit. 

(k) Change in application information. 
Within 15 days after any change in the 
information contained in an applica-
tion submitted under this section, the 
dealer issued a permit must report the 
change to NMFS in writing. The per-
mit is void if any change in informa-
tion is not reported within 15 days. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 29133, May 28, 1999]

§ 300.25 Pacific bluefin tuna—Dealer 
recordkeeping and reporting. 

Any person issued a dealer permit 
under § 300.24: 

(a) Must submit to NMFS a biweekly 
report on bluefin imports and exports 
on forms supplied by NMFS. 

(1) The report required to be sub-
mitted under this paragraph (a) must 
be postmarked within 10 days after the 
end of each 2-week reporting period in 
which Pacific bluefin tuna were ex-
ported. The bi-weekly reporting periods 
are defined as the first day to the 15th 
day of each month and the 16th day to 
the last day of the month. 

(2) Each report must specify accu-
rately and completely for each tuna or 
each shipment of bulk-frozen tuna ex-
ported: Date of landing or import; any 
tag number (if so tagged); weight in 
kilograms (specify if round or dressed); 
and any other information required by 
NMFS. At the top of each form, the 
company’s name, license number, and 
the name of the person filling out the 
report must be specified. In addition, 
the beginning and ending dates of the 
2-week reporting period must be speci-
fied by the dealer and noted at the top 
of the form. 

(b) Must allow an authorized officer, 
or any employee of NMFS designated 
by NMFS for this purpose, to inspect 
and copy any records of transfers, pur-
chases, or receipts of Pacific bluefin 
tuna. 

(c) Must retain at his/her principal 
place of business a copy of each bi-
weekly report for a period of 2 years 
from the date on which it was sub-
mitted to NMFS. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 29133, May 28, 1999]

§ 300.26 Pacific bluefin tuna—Tags. 

(a) Issuance. NMFS will issue num-
bered tags to each person receiving a 
dealer’s permit under § 300.24. 

(b) Transfer. Tail tags issued under 
this section are not transferable and 
are usable only by the permitted dealer 
to whom they are issued. 

(c) Affixing tags. At the discretion of 
dealers permitted under § 300.24, a tag 
issued under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion may be affixed to each Pacific 
bluefin tuna purchased or received by 
the dealer. If so tagged, the tag must 
be affixed to the tuna between the fifth 
dorsal finlet and the keel and tag num-
bers must be recorded on NMFS reports 
required by § 300.25(a) and any docu-
ments accompanying the shipment of 
Pacific bluefin tuna for domestic com-
mercial use or export. 

(d) Removal. A NMFS-issued num-
bered tag affixed to any Pacific bluefin 
tuna at the option of any permitted 
dealer under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion or any tag affixed to any Pacific 
bluefin tuna to meet the requirements 
of § 635.42(a)(2) of this title must remain 
on the tuna until the tuna is cut into 
portions. If the tuna or tuna parts sub-
sequently are packaged for transport 
for domestic commercial use or for ex-
port, the number on each tag attached 
to each tuna or its parts must be writ-
ten legibly and indelibly on the outside 
of any package or container. 

(e) Reuse. Tags issued under this sec-
tion are separately numbered and may 
be used only once, one tail tag per fish, 
to distinguish the purchase of one Pa-
cific bluefin tuna. Once affixed to a 
tuna or recorded on any package, con-
tainer or report, a tail tag and associ-
ated number may not be reused. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 29133, May 28, 1999]

§ 300.27 Pacific bluefin tuna—Docu-
mentation requirements. 

Bluefin tuna imported into, or ex-
ported or re-exported from the customs 
territory of the United States is sub-
ject to the documentation require-
ments specified in §§ 635.41 through 
635.44 of this title. 

[64 FR 29133, May 28, 1999]
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